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Bishop of Jerusalem independent of Antioch and Primate of the three
Palestines.1

Whilst the Eastern empire was thus distracted by heretical factions,
the Western was   harassed  by barbarians.    Attila, the  Hun, enriched
with the plunder of many nations and cities, marched against Rome*
In the general consternation, Saint Leo, at the request of the whole city
of Rome, went to meet Attila, in hopes of mollifying his rage and averting
the danger that threatened his country.    Avienus, a man of consular
dignity, and Trygetius, who had been prefect of the city, were deputed
to accompany him in this embassy.    They found the haughty tyrant at
Ambuleium, near Ravenna, where the highway passes the river Menzo.
Contrary to the expectation of everyone, he received the pope with great
honour, gave him a  favourable audience, and, through his suggestion,
concluded a treaty of peace with the empire on the condition of an annual
tribute.   Baronius, from a writer of the eighth century, relates that Attila
saw two venerable personages, supposed to be the apostles SS Peter and
Paul, standing on the side of the pope whilst he spoke.    The king im-
mediately commanded his army to forbear all hostilities, and soon after
repassed the Alps and retired beyond the Danube into Pannonia, but in
his way home was seized with a violent vomiting of blood, of which he
died in 453,    Divisions among his children and princes destroyed the
empire of the Huns.2   Thus fell the most haughty and furious of all the
barbarian heathen kings, styled the Terror of the World, and the Scourge
of God, whose instrument he was in punishing the sins of Christians.
It was the glory of St Leo to have checked his fury and protected Rome
when it was in no condition of defence.    In 455 the friends of Aetius
(whose greatness and arrogance had given the emperor so much umbrage
that he caused him to be assassinated) revenged the death of that general
by the murder of Valentinian himself.    His wife Eudoxia married by
compulsion the tyrant Maximus who had usurped his throne;   but, not
brooking these affronts, she invited Genseric, the Arian Vandal king,
from Africa, to come and revenge the murder of her husband.   Maximus
fled, but was slain by Valentinian's servants on the I2th of June, in the
twenty-seventh day of his reign, in 455.   Three days after, Genseric arrived,
and found the gates of Rome open to receive him.   St Leo went out to meet
him, and prevailed with him to restrain his troops from slaughter and burning,
and to content himself with the plunder of the city.    The example of
St Leo shows that, even in the worst of times, a holy pastor is the greatest
comfort and support of his flock.    After the departure of the Vandals,
with their captives and an immense booty, St Leo sent zealous catholic
priests and alms for the relief of the captives in Africa.   He repaired the
Basilics and replaced the rich plate and ornaments of the churches which
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